
The Waste Wise Schools, Australian 
Sustainable Schools Initiative 
(AuSSI-WA) and Education for 
Sustainability programs at Yuluma 
Primary are integrated across all 
learning areas. They demonstrate 
strong student engagement and 
cater for diversity in thinking and 
learning styles. The program focuses 
on cooperation, leadership, decision-
making and problem solving skills 
in authentic learning environments, 
while achieving positive social, 
environmental and economic 
outcomes.  The 4 Rs (Rethink, 
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle) are 
incorporated across all learning 
programs and contexts and are 
promoted within the community.

Waste Wise grants  
Yuluma Primary has successfully gained the 
$2,000, $5,000 and $10,000 grants. Amongst 
other materials, the funds from these grants have 
been used to establish two worm farms made 
out of recycled and degassed fridges. Kevin from 
the Worm Shed assisted in setting up the fridges. 
The school also organised an incursion from the 
Worm Shed. The knowledge gained by the students 
has allowed them to share their understanding 
about how to set up and run the worm farms with 

their wider school community. To overcome the 
overheating of worms throughout summer, the 
school installed reticulated spray heads directly into 
the fridges. Volunteers also oversee the worms 
throughout the summer break. The worm farms 
have become so efficient that they are now selling 
worms as well as the castings and worm wiz 
(leachate). The school also has a highly productive 
vegetable garden and is currently developing a 
sensory garden and compost bays from recycled 
materials, with the funds from their grants.
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Students recount on the Worm Shed incursion

Yuluma Primary School
  Case study

Yuluma Primary School is a government primary school located in Innaloo. It has 
adopted a whole school environmental approach to minimising the school waste. 
It actively involves students, staff, parents, guardians, community members and 
organisations into the school’s Waste Wise program. This program also has an 
altruistic approach by providing positive economic and social benefits to individuals 
who are less fortunate than many of the students. The school community also 
supports the conservation and protection of animals.
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Reducing waste 
through community links 
Yuluma Primary has a very extensive recycling 
program. By following the philosophy of the 4Rs, 
the school community first considers how to reduce 
their waste. By encouraging the consumption of 
healthy snacks, packaging is greatly reduced. This 
is achieved by holding regular zero waste lunches 
and supporting the Crunch n Sip program. All 
organic waste is recycled by their worm farms and 
chickens. The compost, leachate and castings are 
then used on the school’s kitchen gardens. Various 
items from the school and wider community are 
also made available for reuse through the collection 
and storage of reusable items, regular white 
elephant stalls, fetes and gala days.

Yuluma also supports a range of community 
organisations such as the Girl Guides by donating 
corks for recycling, the Wheelchairs for Kids 
program run by the Scarborough Rotary Club, with 
their ring-pull collection and the RSPCA and pound 
by donating old blankets, towels and balls.  

Providing the students with authentic experiences 
about the problems of disposal of waste to landfill 
has been identified as a key area of concern for 
the Yuluma community. As such, the students 
have had excursions to Tamala Park and the 
Balcatta Recycling Centre. These excursions, run 

by the Mindarie Regional Council, have enabled 
the students to recognise the true impact of the 
excessive amounts of waste produced by the 
metropolitan region and the importance of adopting 
more sustainable approaches. They have also had 
an incursion from The Waste Wise Schools program.

The students in the Education Support Unit have 
developed their own picture books to assist in 
discussing the Waste Wise activities in which they 
have participated. Used both in the classroom and 
at home, these books provide an opportunity to 
read about subject matter that is directly relevant 
to the students, and further develops students’ 
communication skills when recounting the 
experience to parents. 

Yuluma Primary School’s recycling bins and recording sheets

Waste Wise picture books



�

School strategies to ensure the project  
is long-lasting and sustainable
In addition to receiving grants from the Waste Wise 
Schools Program, Yuluma Primary School has also 
further ensured the viability of their sustainability 
program by allocating funding in their school budget. 
‘Sustainability’ is also recognised as a key over-
arching approach in the school plan with specific 
goals incorporated.

All students throughout the school are involved in 
Waste Wise. This is achieved through recognition 
by the curriculum and a shared responsibility of the 
program’s recycling initiatives. Each class oversees 
a different recycling project and records a student’s 
name and class when they recycle particular 
materials. At each whole of school assembly faction 
points are given to students in recognition of their 
involvement. The recycling projects often involve 
raising funds for the community and guest speakers 
from community organisations feature regularly at 
the assembly. This provides an ideal opportunity to 
praise students for their fundraising achievements, 
further educate the students about the projects they 
are involved in and inform parents about the school’s 
activities. Articles about Waste Wise activities and 
initiatives are a regular feature within the school 
and community newspapers. Yuluma Primary also 

regularly enters recycling competitions and was the 
winner in recycling the largest number of batteries in 
the City of Stirling in 2009.

Staff development and involvement 
To ensure that staff members are informed and 
involved in the school’s sustainability program, 
teachers are given the opportunity to attend 
workshops run by the Waste Wise Schools program 
and AuSSI-WA. In recognition of the school’s 
achievements, they hosted follow-up workshops 
in 2008 and 2010. The school’s environmental co-
ordinator, Janelle Cahoon, has also provided on-
going support and guidance to many other schools’ 
Waste Wise teachers.

Staff discuss their Waste Wise projects

Plans for the future 
Despite the numerous achievements already 
made by this remarkable school, plans don’t end 
there. In the future, the school is planning another 
incursion by the Waste Wise Schools Program, and 
the Water Wise Program. They’re also planning to 
continue their involvement in Arbor Day and Clean 
Up Australia Day. The students will soon create a 
scarecrow for the garden using recycled materials 
available from REmida – Creative Reuse Centre and 
complete the AuSSI-WA visioning activity on what a 
sustainable future would look like. Staff will continue 
their involvement through the curriculum. They 
will also be invited to attend further Waste Wise, 
REmida, Perth Zoo and AuSSI-WA workshops.

Students have a Waste Wise Incursion
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