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FOGO Reference Group Meeting 13, 13 October 2022 

 
MEETING OUTCOMES STATEMENT – MEETING 13 
13 OCTOBER 2022 
 
The thirteenth meeting of the FOGO Reference Group was held on 13 October 2022. 
 
Key updates 
 
The Group was provided with an update on: 

• The FOGO Rollout Plan Report 2021-22 and FOGO Rollout Plan 2022-23 – published on the 
Waste Authority website 13 October 2022. 

• FOGO Rollout Plan 2022-23 progress – market development projects are well underway, 
including: better practice contracting (report expected to be finalised late 2022); target market case 
studies and trials (project commencing late 2022); testing and auditing (project scoping underway). 

 
PFAS Presentation and update 
 
DWER has two representatives on the National Chemicals Working Group of the heads of EPA 
Australia and New Zealand. The Working Group supports the PFAS National Environmental 
Management Plan (PFAS NEMP). 
 
DWER’s representatives provided an update on the 3rd version of the PFAS NEMP which is out for 
comment until 20th December 2022. 
 
The FOGO Reference Group will receive further updates on the PFAS NEMP in the context of FOGO 
management. 
 
Case studies and trials 
 
Members noted that DWER is in the final stages of appointing a consultant to produce case studies to 
share knowledge about the use of FOGO derived products in priority markets (extensive agriculture, 
intensive agriculture, mine rehabilitation, local / state government projects, urban amenity). The 
project may also identify information gaps which may be the focus of future trials and case studies.  
 
FOGO Agreed List 
 

Members discussed the Agreed FOGO list and proposed interim amendments. The list helps local 
governments and regional councils implement consistent FOGO collection services. It lists materials 
that are allowed and not allowed in FOGO bins.  
 
Members discussed the need for interim amendments to the Agreed List to more clearly emphasise 
food organics (FO), food organics (GO) and compostable liners as the preferred items which should be 
disposed of in FOGO bins. Members also agreed that an evidence based review should inform future 
updates.  
 
Great Sorts Community Attitudes Research 
 
Members were presented with a summary of the key outcomes and learnings from the most recent 
annual evaluation of the behaviour change campaign (GREAT Sorts) and WasteSorted toolkit. The 
evaluation is undertaken to measure changes in Western Australian household waste sorting attitudes 
and behaviours, a critical contributor to delivering a low waste, sustainable State. The campaign 
consists of simple waste sorting messages, including one focusing on composting food and garden 
waste through FOGO. 
 
It was highlighted that behaviour change is the culmination of all the changes across the community 
and waste industry over the past few years, primarily driven by implementation of the State’s Waste 
Strategy. It is the combined impact of all investments in recycling infrastructure, behaviour change 
communications, education programs, the single use plastics ban, the container deposit scheme, and 
strengthened enforcement.  
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A self-reported survey undertaken in May 2022 of approximately 1,000 households and local 
government bin tagging data, found that over the previous year, positive community attitudes are 
increasing towards waste sorting and taking personal responsibility, along with improving behaviours – 
such as reduced contamination in the recycling, increased recycling, correct recycling (rinsed, loose 
and lids off), more composting, and lower volumes in the red bin.  Over 90% of those asked supported 
rollout of FOGO bin systems. 
 
2022-23 will see DWER use the findings from this research to continue the focus of consistent 
messaging with local governments, piloting new messaging and communications and behaviour change 
communications.  Further investment in the GREAT Sorts campaign will help reach more people more 
frequently with the core messages, supporting continued behaviour change. There will also be more 
social media content generated, including promoting FOGO, and advertising support for local 
government rollout of FOGO.   
 
WasteSorted Grants - Organics Infrastructure 
 
The Waste Authority Business Plan 2022-23 includes $1 million to support organics infrastructure.  
 
The program is intended to assist operators in implementing DWER’s Guideline: Better Practice 
Organics Recycling. It is proposed that the program will be available to support both FOGO processing 
facilities and transfer stations.  
 
DWER, on behalf of the Waste Authority, has developed the draft outline into a full program guideline 
and supporting materials. The grant round is scheduled for launch later in Q2 2022-23. 
   

 


