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Introduction
The Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 (Waste Strategy) is Western Australia’s strategy to move our state
towards becoming a sustainable, low-waste, circular economy in which human health and the environment are protected from the
impacts of waste.
The Premier has included a key waste target in the Our Priorities: Sharing Prosperity (Our Priorities) vision for Western Australia: to
achieve material recovery of 75 per cent by 2030. This is part of the vision to make a cleaner, more sustainable environment in Western
Australia. There are significant challenges ahead as the current rate of material recovery is around 57 per cent.1 A fluctuating market with
decreasing international markets and limited recycling and reprocessing or manufacturing facilities in Western Australia (WA) add to the
challenges and issues to be considered. The November 2019 fire which destroyed the largest Material Recovery Facility (MRF) in WA
demonstrates the need for additional recycling capacity and contingency planning for the state.
There are also challenges and opportunities in the planning for the Council of Australian Government’s (COAG) 2019 decision to
progressively implement a national export ban of waste products, including glass (revised date of 1 January 2021 due to other
Australian Government COVID-19 priorities), mixed plastic waste (phase 1 by 1 July 2021 and phase 2 by 1 July 2022), whole tyres
including baled tyres (by December 2021), and mixed paper and cardboard (by no later than 1 July 2024). WA has some unique

The 2018–19 recycling data shows an overall recovery rate for WA of 57% in 2018–19, up from 51% in 2017–18. The majority of the increase can
be attributed to new construction and demolition (C&D) recycling data sources and does not necessarily represent new activity in the C&D
recycling industry. The amount of C&D waste estimated as disposed of to landfill has remained relatively (-3%) unchanged from 2017–18 to 2018–
19. The recovery rate in the C&D industry has increased from 75% in 2017–18 to 81% in 2018–19. The introduction of mandatory reporting of certain
waste and recycling activities under the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Regulations 2008 from 2019–20 is expected to improve the
consistency of the data in the future.
1
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challenges in terms of distance and size of population centres through the state, in addition to limited existing reprocessing
infrastructure, particularly for plastics, paper and cardboard.
The Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy Action Plan 2020–21 (Action Plan) clarifies the specific actions, timelines,
lead responsibilities and collaborations that will be progressed to achieve the objectives of the Waste Strategy. This is the second
annual Action Plan under the current Waste Strategy. Good progress was made under the inaugural Action Plan, with a quarterly
progress report provided to the Waste Authority and a report on overall achievements included in the Waste Authority 2019–20
Annual Report.
This Action Plan is supported by an annual Waste Authority Business Plan (Business Plan) that focuses on the actions and activities
under each of the eight headline strategies that are funded through the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Account (WARR
Account) for the 2020–21 financial year. Those actions led by the Waste Authority and/or funded directly by the WARR Account are
supported by business cases approved by the Minister for Environment. Business cases are not required for those services and costs
covered by services and functions provided under sections 16 and 80 of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007
(WARR Act), as these are addressed in the Service Level Agreement (SLA) between the Department of Water and Environmental
Regulation (DWER) and the Waste Authority. The Waste Authority’s Business Plan is supported by the Waste Data Strategy, various
Waste Authority position and guidance statements and a series of Waste Authority programs and initiatives.
The Waste Strategy sets out targets and actions to encourage all Western Australians to work towards three objectives – avoid,
recover and protect. The targets that underpin these objectives include a 10 per cent reduction in waste generation per capita by
2025 and 20 per cent reduction by 2030. The targets for recovering more value and resources from waste are to increase material
recovery from our current rate of 57 per cent to 70 per cent by 2025 and 75 per cent by 2030.
Management of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) is an essential service provided by local government and a range of private
contractors across WA. An essential service is defined as:
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a service formally recognised by government to be a basic right for its citizens and the failure to deliver this service would
result in potential risks to the public. Therefore, the government will ensure that this service is considered a priority in strategic
planning and is ultimately protected from disruption from outside sources such as natural and man-made disasters, market
failure, economic pressures, community complaint and mismanagement. (WALGA, 2020)
Waste management encompasses definitions of waste, waste facilities and waste services, as per the WARR Act:
waste includes matter:
a) whether liquid, solid, gaseous or radioactive and whether useful or useless, which is discharged into the environment; or
b) prescribed by the regulations to be waste;
waste facility means premises used for the storage, treatment, processing, sorting, recycling or disposal of waste;
waste service means:
c) the collection, transport, storage, treatment, processing, sorting, recycling or disposal of waste; or
d) the provision of receptacles for the temporary deposit of waste; or
e) the provision and management of waste facilities, machinery for the disposal of waste and processes for dealing with waste.
To protect the environment, WA needs to be managing waste responsibly. By 2030 the target is that no more than 15 per cent of
waste generated in Perth and Peel regions is landfilled and that all waste is managed and/or disposed to better practice facilities.
Waste to energy facilities, using only the residual waste that remains after better practice source separation and recycling of higher
value materials, is a new opportunity for WA, with two new facilities to be established in the Kwinana and East Rockingham area and
operational from 2021–2022.
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The Waste Strategy includes eight high-level headline strategies which describe activities that need to be pursued to achieve these
targets. The headline strategies underway and ahead over the next four years are:

1. Develop statewide communications to support consistent messaging on waste avoidance, resource recovery and
appropriate waste disposal behaviours.
2. A consistent three-bin kerbside collection system, which includes separation of food organics and garden organics
from other waste categories, to be provided by all local governments in the Perth and Peel region by 2025 and
supported by State Government through the application of financial mechanisms.
3. Implement sustainable government procurement practices that encourage greater use of recycled products and
support local market development.
4. Implement local government waste plans, which align local government waste planning processes with the Waste
Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030.
5. Review the scope and application of the waste levy to ensure it meets the objectives of the Waste Avoidance and
Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 and establish a schedule of future waste levy rates with the initial schedule
providing a minimum five-year horizon.
6. Undertake a strategic review of Western Australia’s waste infrastructure (including landfills) by 2020 to guide future
infrastructure development.
7. Review and update data collection and reporting systems to allow waste generation, recovery and disposal
performance to be assessed in a timely manner.
8. Provide funding to promote the recovery of more value and resources from waste with an emphasis on focus
materials.
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2020–21 Emerging issues (as known or as anticipated )
The waste area is complex and dynamic with direct and indirect impacts from a range of variables and emerging issues.
A key issue that emerged in late 2019–20 and will likely impact waste generation and material recovery as well as disposal is the
COVID-19 pandemic (also known as the Coronavirus). The full reach and short, medium and longer-term impact of this major public
health issue in WA is unknown at the time of the publication of this Action Plan; however, it is possible that there will be an increase
in medical waste generated and potential impacts on processing of recyclables if workforces are negatively impacted and/or if
international trade and shipping movements are restricted. The Government announced on 26 March 2020 a suite of administrative
measures to assist the state in responding to COVID-19, including changes to help protect the community and ensure WA is in a
strong position to recover. This includes legislation introduced to parliament in April 2020 to increase the Treasurer's Advance limit by
$1 billion, taking the total to $1.7 billion. This gives the State Government immediate capacity to fund further economic stimulus
measures, and crucial health or other services that may be required in coming months. The Treasurer's Advance provides the State
Government with the ability to approve additional spending in 2019–20, on top of the state budget appropriation, to allow it to
respond to extraordinary or unforeseen circumstances.
Comments attributed to Premier Mark McGowan (26 March 2020):
"Responding to COVID-19 is the State Government's number one priority for the foreseeable future.
"We need everyone in government to work together to respond to COVID-19. This is unlike anything Western Australia, and indeed
the world, has ever seen before.
"It's also crucial that we are well prepared to support our economy to recover and rebuild, when the critical health issue is over.
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"The McGowan Government has undertaken a huge program of reform across the state. Unfortunately, some programs will need to
be put on hold to enable us to focus all efforts on COVID-19.
"This is the responsible thing to do. Further measures to support the State Government's response to COVID-19 are being considered
and will be rolled out as needed.”
As part of its proactive contingency planning in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, in case the essential waste staff are affected,
local government, working with the Western Australian Local Government Association’s (WALGA) preferred suppliers, developed a
Memorandum of Understanding in April 2020, which allows organisations to utilise fleet and workers from other organisations. In
addition, the State Emergency Management Committee considered waste along with other essential services, in the reaction,
response and recovery planning processes.
There are heightened levels of community and government awareness on waste issues globally, nationally and locally, with various
responses to the many challenges. There are clear changes in awareness and tolerance of waste issues at a global level. Many
jurisdictions including the United States of America, the United Kingdom, the European Union and Australia are now needing to find
more efficient and effective solutions to their waste as traditional reprocessing countries such as China, Malaysia and Indonesia are
no longer willing to accept waste from other countries. National and local solutions are required with governments at federal, state
and local levels all working towards the same goal, particularly in times of increased national protectionism. Western Australian
industry has a key role to play in innovative supply and demand solutions to ensure waste generation is minimised, resource recovery
is maximised and the environment and human health are protected from the harmful effects of disposed waste.
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The community has increased expectations regarding waste avoidance and waste recovery, with heightened mainstream and
social media awareness, and momentum in the environmental movements relating to how we deal with finite resources and create
a more sustainable environment. The power of media images of waste is influencing community sentiment and tolerance but there
appears to be a lack of general understanding of efficient and effective waste management costs. Negative coverage on
mainstream and social media is contributing to reduced confidence in recycling processes. Increased transparency through tools
such as the MyCouncil website, which publishes individual local government waste and recycling data, is assisting with providing
awareness of the true costs of waste and recycling services.
The Western Australian Premier included a key waste target in the Our Priorities vision for Western Australia: to achieve material
recovery of 75 per cent by 2030, increasing from the current rate of 57 per cent over all waste streams, as part of the State
Government’s vision to make a cleaner, more sustainable environment. Decreasing international markets and low values for
materials combined with very few currently viable recycling and reprocessing or manufacturing facilities in WA add to the challenges
and issues to be considered. There are significant challenges and opportunities in the planning for the COAG 2019 decision to
progressively implement a national export ban of waste products including glass, mixed plastic waste, whole tyres including baled
tyres and mixed paper and cardboard. WA has some unique challenges in terms of distance and size of population centres through
the state, in addition to limited existing reprocessing infrastructure, particularly for plastics, paper and cardboard.
The November 2019 fire which destroyed a material recycling facility, which had the largest processing capacity in WA at the time,
demonstrates the need for additional recycling capacity and contingency planning for the state. This Action Plan includes a
commitment to undertake a review into existing and required waste processing, management and recycling infrastructure in WA.
The fire exposed the problems arising from contracts that were based solely on lowest cost and not on acceptable minimum
standards. Government and business contracts with waste providers need reassessment during contract negotiations to ensure
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acceptable minimum standards to services are built into contracts, on the understanding that this may increase costs in order to
ensure recyclables are properly processed.
It is recognised that communities in regional and remote areas face even greater challenges than those in the metropolitan areas,
as many regional and remote areas do not yet have separate kerbside household collection services for recyclable materials and
are further challenged by isolation and transportation costs. The Containers for Change container deposit scheme is to be introduced
in October 2020 in WA, with many regional collection points which will make a significant improvement; however, additional solutions
need to be developed and implemented.
It is apparent that reliance on market forces alone will not address the increasing and complex issues surrounding the amount of
waste being generated and the rate of recycling compared to landfill. There is a continued role for government in both supporting
and regulating the market.
The circular economy concept requires fundamentally different approaches to waste than the traditional ‘take, make, use and
dispose’ model. A circular economy approach involves thinking of waste and recycling from the initial design stage through to
production, distribution, consumption, use, reuse and repair, collection and recycling. A circular economy will rely less on the use of
virgin raw materials and requires improved planning of product lifecycles. This concept provides the opportunity to rethink waste
materials. Instead of a burden to be disposed of, waste materials should be viewed as a resource.
Product stewardship schemes are a proven mechanism to assist in both waste avoidance and resource recovery efforts, and are
becoming a more recognised part of the solution.
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Waste needs to be part of all aspects of planning,
in the production of goods and services and in
state, local government and private sector
infrastructure development. Waste management
is an essential community service in the same way
that water and energy are essential services. A
review of the WARR Act 2007 will provide an
opportunity to consider this matter within a
legislative context.
It is apparent through all of these emerging issues
and trends that there is an increased appetite to
reduce waste generation and increase resource
recovery with the waste sector maturing through
government, industry and community awareness
and

expectations,

reform,

funding

legislative

incentives

and
and

regulatory
innovations

complementing the circular economy concept.
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Priority actions for 2020–21
The priority actions in this Action Plan are directly aligned with the eight headline strategies from the Waste Strategy 2030 and the
Premier’s priority target to recover at least 75 per cent of waste by 2030. Priority actions in 2020–21 for each headline strategy include:

Headline strategy 1
DWER and the Waste Authority will work together to implement a targeted household Behaviour Change Program based on
consistent communications to reduce community waste generation through supporting improved source separation and waste
avoidance behaviours (Action 1.1).
Note: COVID-19 issues may impact the timing of communications rollout as part of the waste Behaviour Change Program, as the
community is focused on public health issues until the pandemic is over. Planning will continue to ensure an effective restart during
the recovery and normalisation phase.
DWER will continue to identify, communicate and support better-practice approaches to avoidance, recovery and disposal
covering all waste generators and streams. Better-practice guidance will be developed for food organics and garden organics
(FOGO) kerbside services, vergeside collection services and drop-off services (Action 1.4).
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Headline strategy 2
The Waste Authority will support local governments in the Perth and Peel regions to transition to three-bin FOGO systems by 2025
through the Better Bins Plus: Go FOGO funding program (Actions 2.1 and 2.2).
Note: COVID-19 issues may impact the timing of FOGO transition, as local governments and the community is focused on public
health issues until the pandemic is over. Planning will continue to ensure an effective restart during the recovery and normalisation
phase.

Headline strategy 3
DWER will support the reforms in government procurement to reduce waste generation, improve recovery of materials and
encourage purchase of locally produced recycled products (Action 3.2).
The Department of Finance (DoF) will work with DWER to ensure that Waste Strategy objectives are reflected in the better-practice
procurement framework. With the support of DoF and DWER, all State Government agencies will be required to implement the
revised State Supply Commission’s Sustainable Procurement Policy, Disposal of Goods Policy and the Sustainable Procurement
Practice Guidelines to reduce waste, increase recycling and increase the use of recycled products through government
procurement (Action 3.4).
The Waste Authority will support the increased use of recycled construction and demolition (C&D) materials in road base and other
projects through the Roads to Reuse funding program following the successful Main Roads Western Australia pilot project in 2019–20.
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Headline strategy 4
DWER will provide support to local governments and regional councils located in the Perth and Peel regions, and major regional
centres, to develop, implement and report on their waste plans. Waste plans will be assessed to ensure consistency with the Waste
Strategy. Annual reports on the implementation of waste plans will be used to evaluate progress towards Waste Strategy targets
(Actions 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3).
Note: COVID-19 issues led to an extension of six months for the submission of local government waste plans and reporting. Waste
plans are now due to be submitted 31 March 2021 with the first of the annual implementation reports due 1 October 2022.

Headline strategy 5
DWER will undertake consultation with relevant stakeholders and review the scope and application of the waste levy to ensure it
meets the objectives of the Waste Strategy. Following this review, a schedule of future waste levy rates with a minimum five-year
projection will be established (Actions 5.1 and 5.2).
Note: COVID-19 issues led to an extension of the consultation period from 15 May 2020 to 15 July 2020. The Minister for Environment
announced in February 2020 there would be no increase to the waste levy in 2020–21. Planning will continue on the waste levy review
and advice provided to government in 2020–21 on future rates and conditions.
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Headline strategy 6
DWER will undertake an audit of existing waste infrastructure and a needs analysis to determine the waste infrastructure required to
meet the Waste Strategy objectives and targets, as well as plan for the 2019 COAG decision to progressively implement a national
export ban on waste products including glass, tyres, plastics, and mixed paper and cardboard. This will guide future infrastructure
development, identify existing infrastructure that meets better-practice standards, and determine additional measures required to
ensure that all waste is managed or disposed of to better-practice facilities by 2030 (Action 6.1).

Headline strategy 7
Improved data collection and reporting systems will be implemented to allow waste generation, recovery and disposal performance
to be assessed in a timely manner. This will involve implementing the actions contained in the Waste Data Strategy (Action 7.1) and
providing support and guidance to liable entities required to report waste and recycling data under the WARR Regulations, including
through the implementation of an online reporting system in 2020 (Action 7.2).
Note: COVID-19 issues may impact the timing of data being reported as some liable entities may have other priorities as a result of
the pandemic. This is yet to be determined. Planning will continue to ensure an effective restart during the recovery and normalisation
phase.
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Headline strategy 8
DWER will promote the recovery of priority materials. DWER will work with the scheme coordinator to implement WA’s container
deposit scheme, Containers for Change (Action 8.1). DWER will also continue to identify and implement actions to establish, review
and maintain product stewardship schemes such as the Australian Packaging Covenant Organisation, National Television and
Computer Recycling Scheme, Tyre Product Stewardship Scheme, Paintback, Fluorocycle and the development of schemes for
photovoltaic systems and batteries (Action 8.3).
To move WA towards a circular economy, and in light of the upcoming COAG decision to progressively ban waste exports, funding
will be required to support the adoption of waste avoidance practices and resource recovery, including local infrastructure. The
Waste Authority will identify priority areas for funding to support adoption of waste avoidance practices and/or resource recovery,
including maintaining Community and Industry Engagement (CIE) funding for the infrastructure stream to encourage and support
the development of local resource recovery infrastructure (Actions 8.4 and 8.5).

Additional actions that support the delivery of the Waste Strategy
Improved compliance and enforcement mechanisms to reduce levy evasion, stockpiling of waste and illegal dumping will be
developed and implemented. This will also involve a review and reform of waste regulatory framework that creates a reasonable
risk of enforcement and ensures that compliant entities are not disadvantaged.
Support for increased maintenance costs of MRF infrastructure will be provided in line with the 2019–20 Ministerial Section 80 decision
to ensure recyclable materials are recovered for reprocessing. This decision followed the MRF fire in November 2019.
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Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 –
key elements
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Role of the Action Plan 2020–21
This Action Plan is one of the key documents that supports the Waste Strategy. The intent is to outline and prioritise actions to deliver
against the high-level strategies required in the Waste Strategy. It is part of the way the Waste Authority can monitor the progress of
the Waste Strategy. The Action Plan is also used to inform decisions regarding the allocation of resources from the WARR Account
and inform its provision of advice to the Minister for Environment.
The Action Plan provides information about the timing of actions, the different aspects of their implementation, and the Waste
Strategy objectives and strategies to which they relate. It also outlines which organisations will lead specific actions, including the
Waste Authority, DWER and other State Government agencies. It is recognised that local governments and industry play key roles in
reaching the targets required in the Waste Strategy and many of the actions require the lead agency to work closely with these key
stakeholders. Each action in the Action Plan directly relates to one or more of the 50 strategies outlined in the Waste Strategy.
However, not every strategy outlined in the Waste Strategy is addressed in this 2020–21 Action Plan as its focus is the current priority
strategies. The Action Plan is reviewed annually and completed actions are deleted and new actions added as required.
The current five-year Waste Strategy will be reviewed in 2023–24, while the Action Plan is reviewed annually. The progress of the
Action Plan is reported on annually, in the Waste Authority Annual Report (for actions led by the Waste Authority) and in the DWER
Annual Report (for actions led by DWER as well as other State Government agencies where relevant).
Delivery of the Action Plan is supported by a consistent, transparent, evidence based evaluation framework established in 2019 to
guide the evaluation of various programs and actions. Evaluation will demonstrate the degree to which actions, including programs,
are meeting the intent of the Waste Strategy and potential improvements will be identified and implemented.
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2020–21 Actions
The 2020–21 Action Plan is organised according tothe eight headline strategies included in the Waste Strategy. The ongoing Waste
Authority programs are included in these eight headline strategies. In addition, there is a section in this Action Plan that relates to the
actions committed to by the various State Government agencies which support the overall Waste Strategy objectives of avoid,
recover and/or protect, but do not fit within one of the eight headline strategies.
Each headline strategy is associated with actions which represent specific deliverables that have an associated delivery timeframe.
These actions are presented in a table, together with the action’s designated lead agency and the relevant Waste Strategy
objective that each action addresses.
The timeframes are identified as follows:


ongoing: activities which are currently under way and/or which will be continuously undertaken



short term: activities to commence within the next 1–2 years



medium term: activities to commence within the next 3–5 years



long term: activities to commence in more than five years.
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Headline strategy 1
Develop statewide communications to support consistent messaging on waste
avoidance, resource recovery and appropriate waste disposal behaviours
This strategy involves developing a behaviour change communications campaign for the community through the delivery of
consistent statewide messaging. It includes changes to MSW kerbside bin collections to incorporate the three-bin system, FOGO,
and aims to reduce contamination levels in all three bins. This builds on achievements in the previous year including:


social research with key stakeholders and 600 households to determine initial program focus (completed)



a staged program design by specialist behavioural change and social marketing experts for a three-year program (creative
brief completed by the end of 2019–20)



design and delivery of a suite of creative assets (including campaign development, market testing and asset production).

Households generate a significant amount of MSW. This campaign will contribute to improving MSW recovery rates to 70 per cent by
2030 as part of the overall Our Priorities target of 75 per cent of material recovered by 2030. Behavioural changes in the community
will reduce waste generation, improve the amount of materials separated at source, reduce contamination rates, and enable
higher-quality waste materials for reuse. Communications are critical to build knowledge about waste and encourage positive
behaviour change in reuse and recycling to reduce waste contamination. Improvements in community behaviours will have a direct
impact on the amount of waste materials recovered. Higher quality waste materials will be available for reuse, reprocessing and
recycling.
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The campaign will include a staged approach where when one positive behaviour is normalised, other behaviours will be targeted.
In the short term the messaging is likely to focus on behaviours to reduce contamination:


utilising household hazardous waste (HHW) collection points



placing recyclables clean and loose in the recycling bin



putting all food waste in FOGO bins (for those with FOGO).

Definition of success:
Improving household behaviour will lead to improvements in the amount of materials recovered through:


MSW materials being separated correctly at the source. MSW recovery rates increasing from 51 per cent (variable across
different local governments) to 70 per cent by 2030 as a result of reducing contamination.



Reducing contamination rates. Increased availability of high-quality uncontaminated waste materials demonstrates
community uptake of communications.

Indicators of success:


Proportion of local governments using WasteSorted toolkit materials as reported annually through the WasteSorted monitoring
and evaluation surveys.



Percentage increase of householders who have a better understanding of how to sort and separate their waste correctly.



Proportion of local governments that reduce contamination rates.



Proportion of local governments sending no more than 30 per cent of their MSW waste to landfill by 2030 as reported annually
through mandatory reporting commencing 1 October 2020.
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Interdependencies:
The campaign supports the delivery of the other actions under the Waste Strategy. The campaign will be supported by DWER’s Own
Your Impact social media and the Waste Authority’s WasteSorted toolkit, and aligned messaging from other communications
platforms including those managed by the various regional councils and local governments.
Challenges/risks:
Note: COVID-19 issues may impact the timing of communications being rolled out as part of the waste Behaviour Change Program,
as the community is focused on public health issues until the pandemic is over. Planning will continue to ensure an effective restart
during the recovery and normalisation phase. Other challenges and risks include:


Local government uptake of consistent communication materials is voluntary and their support is key to ensuring consistent
messaging is delivered to residents.



Differences in local government contracts with various MRFs (what materials are accepted) can cause community confusion
on what is recyclable and what materials need to go into which bins.



Lack of consistency in the style, language and content of the various regional councils and local government
communications and education to residents on waste matters.



No specific verifiable data is currently available on contamination rates at a local government level to measure household
behaviour change in separating waste.



Success is dependent on further work on behavioural insights and best practice in effective long-term change in community
waste-related behaviours.
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Develop statewide communications to support consistent messaging on waste avoidance,
resource recovery and appropriate waste disposal behaviours

DWER
and
Waste Authority

Foundation

1.1 Implement a Behaviour Change Campaign
Implement a long-term behaviour change campaign which:
 uses social research to determine initial program focus based on community
readiness and expectations and Waste Strategy priorities, including:
o recycling contamination in kerbside collection systems
o awareness of the benefits of recycling and using recycled products
o food and garden organics waste
o impacts of illegal dumping
 includes a staged program design by specialist behavioural change and social
marketing expertise, and implements a range of communications strategies and
events, including social marketing, media, education and engagement mechanisms
 supports potential future regulatory change and infrastructure provisions, to better
enhance community behaviour change that is led by State Government
 provides support for the Consistent Communications Collective in consistent local
government messaging for householders for effective kerbside recycling and
reduced bin contamination
 supports events including the annual Infinity Awards, National Recycling Week and
the Waste and Recycle Conference to recognise achievements, share knowledge
and inspire others
 provides funding for community and industry education.

Timing

Protect

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #









1

11

24

42

4

12

43

5
6

Short-long
term
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Timing

Protect

Foundation

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #

Short-long









term

1

11

24

42

4

12

As part of the overall behaviour change campaign, the following programs and
components will be implemented:
1.1.1 WasteSorted Communications Toolkit:
Build on and maintain the existing local government communications toolkit for
consistent messaging relating to better-practice kerbside service delivery, reducing
contamination rates, and supporting FOGO implementation in Perth and Peel.

DWER
and
Waste Authority

1.1.2 Own Your Impact:
Maintain and enhance the Own Your Impact program, ensuring it is providing targeted
and up-to-date information and guidance to the community on key Waste Strategy
initiatives.
1.1.3 Behaviour Change Program:
Implement a staged program design by specialist behavioural change and social
marketing expertise and implement a range of communications strategies and events,
including social marketing, media, education and engagement mechanisms.

43

5
6

1.1.4 Bin-tagging Program:
Provide support to WALGA to implement and facilitate a Bin-tagging Program to
educate householders and gather data on the effectiveness of community education
and behaviour change efforts.
1.1.5 Community and Industry Engagement (CIE) education funding:
Maintain CIE funding for the community and industry education stream to raise
awareness and support positive behaviour change in waste avoidance, material
recovery and protection of human health and the environment from the harmful effects
of waste.
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Protect

Foundation

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #









Short-long

1

11

24

42

term

4

12

32

43

Timing

1.1.6 Waste Wise Schools (WWS) Program delivery:
Continue to deliver and extend the WWS program including developing more WWS high
school resources and extending the WWS program to more schools in regional areas.
Develop stronger links between WWS resources with the Department of Education and
National Curriculum framework.
1.1.7 Litter Strategy:
Develop and implement the litter prevention strategy to reduce littering and manage its
impacts in partnership with the Keep Australia Beautiful Council (KABC).
DWER
and
Waste Authority

1.1.8 Infinity Awards:
Support the nomination, judging, awarding, event organisation and promotions
associated with the annual Infinity Awards program to recognise and celebrate
achievements in waste avoidance, resource recovery and environmental protection.
1.1.9 National Recycling Week:
Use the annual event of National Recycling week to promote opportunities and
achievements in waste avoidance, resource recovery and environmental protection,
share knowledge and inspire others.

5
6

1.1.10 Waste and Recycle Conference and other sponsorship:
Use the annual event of the Western Australian Waste and Recycle Conference to
promote opportunities and achievements in waste avoidance, resource recovery and
environmental protection, share knowledge and inspire others.
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Waste Authority

Waste Authority

Short-long
term









1

11

24

42

4

12

32

43

5







6

1.2 Guidance and support to the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Program
Support the HHW program through the funding agreement with the WALGA and, in
consultation with key stakeholders, review, update and publish guidelines for the design
and operation of facilities for the acceptance and storage of HHW. The Waste Authority
has a multi-year funding agreement with WALGA to implement the HHW program for
the community in conjunction with local governments.

Short term

1.3 Update Waste Authority position statements
Review and update Waste Authority position statements on waste to energy and the
waste hierarchy.

Short term

1.4 Better-practice local government waste services and uptake
In consultation with all relevant stakeholders, identify better-practice priorities and
develop, trial and publish relevant better-practice guidance documents, and
encourage their adoption. This includes publishing new better-practice guidance for
food organics and garden organics (FOGO) kerbside services, vergeside waste
collection services and drop-off services to support local government development of
waste plans, and their adoption of better practice.

Foundation

and

1.1.11 Support the Plastic Free Foundation:
Provide funding under an existing contract to support the Plastic Free Foundation in its
community education work including a year-round Behaviour Change Program and
the Plastic Free July event challenge to reduce consumption of plastics and increase
recycling.

Timing

Protect

DWER

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #









2

10

26

42

5

12

30

13
Shortmedium
term
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Dept. of Local
Govt., Sport and
Cultural Industries
(DLGSCI)

1.5 Implementing sustainable practices and education at state-owned cultural and
sporting facilities
Provide waste and other environmental education opportunities at state-owned
infrastructure, consistent with the Waste Strategy. This includes exhibits in the new WA
Museum, the Perth Cultural Centre sustainability demonstration project as part of the
Perth Cultural Centre Sustainability Action Plan, and implementing Better Bins
infrastructure and messaging at sporting and cultural venues where appropriate.

Shortmedium
term

Foundation

Timing

Protect

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #







1

12

42

2
4
5
6

1.6 Review the Local Government Act 1995 to enable improved waste services
Investigate measures including legislative reform to enable local government to deliver
on improved waste services through a review of the Local Government Act 1995.
1.7 Waste avoidance and recycling communications strategies at Perth Zoo
Perth Zoo will implement waste avoidance and recycling communications strategies,
Department of
including:
Biodiversity,
 updating visitor messaging regarding recycling opportunities at Perth Zoo
Conservation and
 collaborating with DWER to seek to be a collection point for the container deposit
Attractions (DBCA)
scheme and a recycling point for RedCycle plastics, helping to share the State
– Zoological Parks
Government’s recycling messaging
Authority
 sharing conservation messaging, including waste avoidance and recycling, with
school-aged children through the discovery and learning programs.


Medium
term

48
49






1

12

42

5
Ongoing
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Foundation

DBCA – Rottnest
Island Authority

1.8 Deliver waste communications on Rottnest Island
Consistent with the Rottnest Island Authority’s (RIA) 2019/20 CIE grant from the Waste
Authority, RIA will work with the island community to:
 develop and implement a public engagement plan for waste management on
Rottnest Island
 review and redesign public waste materials and signage on Rottnest Island
 deliver three targeted waste education campaigns to improve waste avoidance
and recycling outcomes on Rottnest Island.

Timing

Protect

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #







1

12

42

Short term
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Headline strategy 2
A consistent three-bin kerbside collection system, which includes separation of food
organics and garden organics (FOGO) from other waste categories, to be provided by all
local governments in the Perth and Peel region by 2025 and supported by State
Government through the application of financial mechanisms
Implementing this headline strategy requires local governments to arrange for the collection of food and organic material that would
otherwise enter landfill, and ensure the processing of these materials into products such as compost. Around half of all MSW is made
up of FOGO. Currently only one quarter of organics collected from households is recovered and processed, with the remaining threequarters going to landfill.
The FOGO position statement on three-bin FOGO collection systems and recovery performance targets was published on the Waste
Authority website in May 2019. The statement supports achievement of the target for all local governments in the Perth and Peel
regions to have FOGO systems in place by 2025.
Implementing a three-bin program, specifically including collection of FOGO, can increase recovery rates, with high-performing
programs demonstrating recovery of up to 65 per cent. If achieved, this would represent an increase of 160 per cent from current
volumes recovered. Introduction of FOGO to kerbside collection services will enable separation of food organics and garden
organics from other waste categories, which will reduce recoverable materials going to landfill and maximise material recovery. This
provides both a resource with an economic value and a reduction in the volume of material entering landfill.
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Definition of success:


All local governments in the Perth and Peel regions provide a consistent three-bin FOGO kerbside collection system by 2025.



FOGO bin scheme delivers a recovery rate of 65 per cent by 2030.



No more than 30 per cent of MSW enters landfill by 2030.

Indicators of success:


Annual data collection through progress reports from local governments.



Proportion of local governments in Perth and Peel that provide FOGO collection with a target of 100 per cent of Perth and
Peel local governments to collect and process FOGO by 2025–26.



Proportion of FOGO that is reused rather than entering landfill.

Interdependencies:


Implementation of FOGO across the metropolitan area may intersect with the target to increase transit-oriented housing.



Increased housing density is likely to increase the volume of waste from those areas and pose challenges to the
implementation of an effective FOGO three-bin program.



Behavioural change campaign as part of overall implementation.



Engagement with communities to ensure that the FOGO bin collection is utilised by the highest proportion of households.



Engagement with local government to ensure that they have strategies to collect and process FOGO.



Market development to ensure there is an ongoing, sustainable market for FOGO-derived products such as compost.
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Challenges/risks:
Note: COVID-19 issues may impact the timing of FOGO transition, as local governments and the community is focused on public
health issues until the pandemic is over. Planning will continue to ensure an effective restart during the recovery and normalisation
phase. Other challenges and risks include:


Collection of FOGO needs to be accompanied by processing, distribution and sustainable use of FOGO-derived products.



Licensing required for composting facilities, and adherence to the better-practice composting guidelines including odour
management.



Potential for missed waste from higher density property areas if rolled out only to single-unit dwellings, which could affect
target achievement.



Resistance to FOGO by some local governments due to perceived costs and/or pre-existing contractual commitments such
as waste-to-energy contracts.

Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy Action Plan 2020–21 | 31

A consistent three-bin kerbside collection system, which includes separation of food organics and
garden organics (FOGO) from other waste categories, to be provided by all local governments in
the Perth and Peel region by 2025 and supported by State Government through the application
of financial mechanisms

Foundation

Timing

Protect

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #

2.1 Support for a consistent three-bin kerbside collection system, which includes
separation of food organics and garden organics (FOGO) from other waste categories,
to be provided by all local governments in the Perth and Peel regions by 2025 and
supported by State Government through the application of financial mechanisms.
The following component actions will support this:
Waste Authority

2.1.1 Original Better Bins funding commitment:
Continue funding through the original Better Bins funding support program for
implementing the three-bin infrastructure, under existing funding agreements.
2.1.2 Better Bins Plus: Go FOGO funding program:
Provide funding support through the Better Bins Plus: GO FOGO program to local
governments implementing a three-bin FOGO system. Publish the Better Practice FOGO
Kerbside Collection Guidelines and launch the Better Bins Plus: Go FOGO funding
program to support the adoption of FOGO collection systems.


Shortmedium
term

10
12
13
18
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2.1.3 FOGO market research:
Undertake market research on sustainability of the market for FOGO-derived materials
including compost.

Waste Authority

2.2 Support implementation of the three-bin FOGO system rollout
Support the phased introduction of three-bin FOGO kerbside collection systems in Perth
and Peel in consultation with local governments, including coverage requirements,
processing and infrastructure needs, market scoping and development, mechanisms for
transition from non-FOGO two and three-bin services, and flexibility to allow for
contractual transition.

Foundation

Waste Authority

Timing

Protect

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #


10
Short term

12
13
18
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Headline strategy 3
Implement sustainable government procurement practices that encourage greater use
of recycled products and support local market development
WA has the second lowest rate in Australia of recovering materials (such as construction and demolition, organics, plastics, glass,
tyres and paper) from waste. It also has limited markets for reprocessed and reused materials. State and local government has
significant buying power and government purchasing decisions can directly support market development for recycled materials,
and can also stimulate demand by providing confidence to the market in the use of recycled products. Creating a market for reused
materials is a key element of the waste economy required to support behavioural and market changes at consumer level.
Implementing more sustainable government procurement practices to encourage greater use of recycled products and support
local market development can be driven through:


implementation of the State Supply Commission’s Sustainable Procurement Policy and Disposal of Goods Policy to improve
sustainable procurement



review of Common Use Arrangements



promotion of opportunities to purchase low-waste and recycled products, including a longer-term review of government
construction projects.

Main Roads WA has been proactive in working with industry, the Waste Authority and DWER to pilot the Roads to Reuse Program for
product testing and independent audit of construction and demolition materials on the Kwinana Freeway Northbound Widening

Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy Action Plan 2020–21 | 34

Project from Russell Road to Roe Highway, using approximately 25,000 tonnes of recycled construction and demolition waste as road
base in 2019–20, with ongoing commitments to use more of these products in the future.
Definition of success:
By 2030, an active market exists for the purchase of recycled products by government agencies and government agencies purchase
an increasing number of products from this market. This includes C&D waste, purchased by government for use in infrastructure
projects such as road building, and organic waste, purchased for use as mulch and compost. Main Roads WA has shown leadership
in committing to using increasing amounts of recycled construction and demolition products.
Indicators of success:


Number of government agencies that purchase recycled products.



Change in the proportion of recycled products purchased by government agencies.



The number (tonnes) of recycled products purchased.

Interdependencies:


Procurement will stimulate market development; however, the local market for products manufactured from local waste
materials is currently limited, so there is a short- to medium-term period where the demand for recycled products and the
supply of suitable products are not always in balance.



This intersects with wider public sector procurement reforms led by the Department of Finance.

Challenges/risks:


Sustainable government procurement practices require a commitment and action from government agencies.

Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy Action Plan 2020–21 | 35



Available products may not meet quantity or quality requirements until the market matures and this requires government
procurement commitments.
Procurement decisions based purely on cost factors will not always provide the most effective environmentally sustainable
outcomes.

Implement sustainable government procurement practices that encourage greater use of
recycled products and support local market development

Timing

Short term

DWER

3.1 Identify options and priority actions to reduce waste through procurement
In consultation with industry and State Government, identify priority sustainable
government procurement measures, reporting requirements and policies, and engage
with State Government agencies and obtain commitment to these within negotiated
timeframes.
3.2 Support the reforms in government procurement to reduce waste
Support collaboration between State Government agencies and industry for improved
sustainable procurement practices to reduce waste generation, improve recovery of
materials and encourage purchase of locally produced recycled products.

Shortmedium
term





3

9

Foundation

Actions

Protect

Lead

Recover

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #

Avoid



14
22
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Waste
Authority

Department of
Finance (DoF)

3.3 Roads to Reuse Program
Support the construction and demolition industry and road builders through the
continued implementation of the Roads to Reuse funding program to undertake product
specifications and independent auditing of recycled materials to be used in roads and
other civil engineering projects.
3.4 Develop better-practice procurement framework
Develop a better-practice procurement framework by:
 working with DWER to ensure sustainability and waste avoidance strategies are
reflected in the state’s new procurement guidelines
 finalising gazettal of the amended State Supply Commission’s Sustainable
Procurement Policy and Disposal of Goods Policy
 supporting agencies to apply the amended State Supply Commission’s Sustainable
Procurement and Disposal of Goods policies, and the Sustainable Procurement
Practice Guidelines.





3

14

Ongoing

Foundation

Timing

Protect

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #

20
22

Shortmedium
term

3.5 Common Use Arrangement (CUA) update
Continue to:
 assess new or redeveloped CUAs to identify opportunities to include waste
reduction/sustainability provisions in both reporting and qualitative criteria
 collaborate with Common Use Arrangement stakeholders and DWER on
opportunities to provide leadership in reducing or recycling waste.

Shortmedium
term

3.6 Mandatory requirements: Government construction projects
Work with DWER to review current practices for recycled content use, including the
recycling of DoF construction and demolition waste, and undertake research to establish
a baseline and set appropriate targets.

Long term





3

9
14
22
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Department of
Finance (DoF)

3.7 Reporting protocol: Whole-of-government goods and services reporting
Work with DWER to establish reporting protocols, which may include thresholds for reuse,
recycling, recovery and disposal.

Medium
term

3.8 DoC construction project targets
Work with industry to establish targets (to be determined) for recycling and recycled
material content to be used in construction projects over certain thresholds.

Shortmedium
term

3.9 DoC project tendering
Include provisions for consideration of waste avoidance and resource recovery in tender
documentation.

Shortmedium
term

3.10 DLGSCI recycled content for building projects
Require the use of recycled content and reporting for building projects/grants over
certain thresholds (to be determined).

Shortmedium
term

3.11 DLGSCI single use plastics
Avoidance of single use plastics at all state-owned culture and sport venues and
advocacy for this at those state sporting facilities managed by others.

Shortmedium
term

3.12 Use of recycled C&D: 2020–21
Subject to ongoing DWER independent audit testing, MRWA to use over 100,000 tonnes
of crushed recycled concrete on selected projects.

Short term

3.13 Use of recycled C&D: 2021–22
Subject to ongoing independent audit testing by DWER or the Waste Authority, MRWA to
use over 200,000 tonnes of crushed recycled concrete on selected projects.

Short term

Department of
Communities
(DoC)

DLGSCI

Main Roads
Western
Australia
(MRWA)





3

9

6

14

Foundation

Timing

Protect

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #


3
6
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Main Roads
Western
Australia
(MRWA)

Public
Transport
Authority
(PTA)

3.14 Use of recycled C&D – beyond 2022
MRWA continue to work closely with DWER and the Waste Authority to aim to double
these targets, whilst ensuring that independent audit testing and firm action achieve full
compliance with maximum permissible limits of contaminants.

Medium
term

3.15 Use of crumbed scrap tyre rubber for asphalt projects
MRWA to develop and implement alternative crumbed scrap tyre rubber bituminous
binders for use by Main Roads and local governments, and raise overall usage of
crumbed rubber to over 1,200 tonnes (per year) by 2021–22.

Short term

3.16 Review sustainable procurement clauses in tender documentation
Review sustainable procurement clauses in current PTA tender documentation for
alignment with the Waste Strategy and identify improvement actions. Incorporate
specific waste minimisation requirements into the tender and contract templates for
major projects.

3

14

6

20

Foundation

Timing

Protect

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #

22

Shortmedium
term





9

22
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Headline strategy 4
Support the implementation of local government waste plans, which align local
government waste planning processes with the Waste Avoidance and Resource
Recovery Strategy 2030
The three waste streams that produce waste materials which can be recovered for reuse, reprocessing or recycling are MSW,
commercial and industrial (C&I), and C&D. Local governments are the primary managers of MSW waste generated in WA and
improving local government waste management practices will make a significant impact on the amount of waste materials
recovered. DWER has led extensive consultative work with local governments, WALGA and the Department of Local Government,
Sport and Cultural Industries (DLGSCI) on aligning local government waste planning processes with the Waste Strategy through waste
plans. In consultation with these bodies, DWER developed a resource kit, including a template local government waste plan and
guidance documents, to ensure consistency with the Waste Strategy. These templates have been completed and distributed.
Following a November 2019 notice from the Director General of the DWER under section 40 of the WARR Act, 44 local governments
and regional councils located in the Perth and Peel regions and major regional centres are now required to include a waste plan
within their plans for the future, and submit waste plans to DWER by March 2021. They will also be required to report on the
implementation of their waste plans on an annual basis. These plans will allow the mapping of current performance and align local
government waste management activities with the Waste Strategy.
Definition of success:


Local government waste management plans are aligned with the objectives and targets of the Waste Strategy.



Evaluation of local government implementation of plans to ensure effective outcomes.
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Indicators of success:


Proportion of local governments with a current waste plan, aligned with the Waste Strategy. Annual progress reports for waste
plans will be submitted via the online reporting system as required.



Impact of waste plans on MSW landfill volumes.



Proportion of local governments that have included FOGO collection as part of their waste plan (refer to headline strategy 2:
FOGO).

Interdependencies:


Development and implementation of local government waste plans will become part of the local government integrating
planning framework.



There are interdependencies between the Planning and Development Act 2005, the Local Government Act 1995, the WARR
Act, the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act). Any reviews of these Acts and their associated Regulations will require
respective legislative teams and the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office to work collaboratively to ensure positive and consistent
impacts on local governments’ responsibilities with regard to waste management services.

Challenges/risks:
Note: COVID-19 issues led to an extension of six months for the submission of local government waste plans and reporting. Waste
plans are now due to be submitted 31 March 2021 with the first of the annual implementation reports due 1 October 2022. Other
challenges and risks include:


Ensuring the provisions in the WARR Act and the Local Government Act 1995 can be applied to require local governments to
implement services consistent with the Waste Strategy.
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Each phase relies on establishing effective partnerships with local governments to ensure plans are developed and
implemented.
Pre-existing waste contracts may impact meeting Waste Strategy targets.

Support the implementation of local government waste plans, which align local government
waste planning processes with the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030

Timing

DWER
and
DLGSCI

4.1 Support local governments to meet waste plan requirements
Provide local governments with support and assistance to meet ongoing waste
plan preparation, review and reporting requirements.

Short-medium
term

4.2 Assessment of local government waste plans prior to approval
Assess draft plans and provide local governments with feedback prior to final
submission in March 2021. Assess submitted five-year waste plans and obtain
approval from DWER’s Chief Executive Officer.

Short term

4.3 Develop and implement waste plan reporting requirements
Develop and implement waste plan reporting requirements and guidance to
enable local governments to report annually on the progress of their five-year
waste plan, with the first annual report due to DWER by 1 October 2022.

Short term

DWER

Foundation

Actions

Protect

Lead

Recover

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #

Avoid




48
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Headline strategy 5
Review the scope and application of the waste levy to ensure it meets the objectives of
the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 and establish a schedule of
future waste levy rates with the initial schedule providing a minimum five-year horizon
The Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Levy Act 2007 (WARR Levy Act) and Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Levy
Regulations 2008 (WARR Levy Regulations) provide for a landfill levy for waste received at landfill premises in the metropolitan region,
and for waste collected in the metropolitan region and received at landfill premises outside the metropolitan region. The waste levy
is an economic instrument that aims to reduce waste to landfill by increasing the price of landfill disposal and generating funds for a
range of waste and environmental purposes.
In January 2015 the waste levy increased from $28 per tonne to $55 per tonne for putrescible waste and from $8 per tonne to $40
per tonne for inert waste. There were incremental increases in the intervening years. The current levy in 2019–20 is $70 per tonne for
both putrescible and inert waste sent to landfill and the Minister for Environment has determined no waste levy rate rises for a period
of 12 months from 1 July 2020.
A portion of the funds raised through the waste levy are allocated to the WARR Account. In accordance with the WARR Levy Act,
each year the Minister for Environment must allocate not less than 25 per cent of the forecast levy amount to the WARR Account to
support the Waste Authority in pursuit of the Waste Strategy and Action Plan. Funding is allocated and managed in accordance
with the Waste Authority’s Business Plan which includes the annual budget for improved waste policy and programs. The waste levy
also provides revenue to the state. The waste levy revenue in 2019–20 was $77 million and the hypothecated amount allocated to
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the Waste Authority was $20.75 million. The same amount of $20.75 million is allocated to the Waste Authority in 2020–21, with a range
of services delivered by DWER under a Service Level Agreement and the balance of the funding allocated through various waste
programs such as the Better Bins Plus: Go FOGO, HHW, Roads to Reuse, Charitable Recyclers and Dumping Reduction, Behaviour
Change, Waste Wise Schools and the CIE grants program.
Definition of success:
A waste levy that acts effectively to reduce the volume of material lost to landfill and encourages increased material recovery to at
least 75 per cent of all waste generated in WA by 2030. The waste levy will be reviewed in 2020–21 and a five-year schedule of levy
rates will be determined following review and consultation.
Indicators of success:


The scope and application of the waste levy is reviewed to ensure it meets the objectives of the Waste Strategy.



Stakeholders are consulted and their views considered in the review process.



The new five-year schedule of waste levy rates is established.

Interdependencies:


Those who dispose of waste at metropolitan landfill sites are subject to the waste levy.



The waste levy aims to reduce waste to landfill by increasing the price it costs to dispose of waste via landfill.



At least 25 per cent of the money raised by the waste levy annually must go to the WARR Account, which is administered by
the Waste Authority.



The WARR Account funds a variety of waste reduction, recycling and environmental protection programs and initiatives and
these are specified in the annual Business Plan approved by the Minister for Environment.

Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy Action Plan 2020–21 | 44



The success of WARR Account funded actions leads to a reduction in the revenues from the waste levy and therefore a
reduction in funding available for further programs.

Challenges/risks:
Note: COVID-19 issues led to an extension of the consultation period from 15 May 2020 to 15 July 2020. The Minister announced in
February 2020 there would be no increase to the waste levy in 2020–21. Planning will continue on the waste levy review and advice
provided to government in 2020–21 on future rates and conditions. Other challenges and risks include:


The waste levy requires effective waste data collection and reporting mechanisms, revenue collection and management
and also effective compliance and enforcement processes.



There are some parts of the waste management sector that seek to minimise the levy amounts payable through either
avoidance or evasion techniques.



Each of these processes involve various challenges and risks associated with compliance, resourcing, efficient systems for levy
calculation, payment, management and reporting.
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Review the scope and application of the waste levy to ensure it meets the objectives of the Waste
Avoidance and Resource Recovery Strategy 2030 and establish a schedule of future waste levy
rates with the initial schedule providing a minimum five-year horizon

DWER

5.1 Waste levy review
In consultation with relevant stakeholders, undertake a review of the scope and
application of the waste levy to ensure it meets the objectives of the Waste
Strategy.

Short term

Foundation

Timing

Protect

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #



5.2 Schedule of levy rates
Establish a schedule of future waste levy rates that provides a minimum fiveyear projection.

Short term

5.3 Amend WARR Levy Regulations
Update the WARR Levy Regulations 2008 to reflect any changes to the scope
and application of the waste levy.

Medium term

46
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Headline strategy 6
Undertake a strategic review of Western Australia’s waste infrastructure (including landfills)
by 2020 to guide future infrastructure development
Planning for waste infrastructure is a State Government priority and supports the Premier’s Our Priorities target that by 2030, at least
75 per cent of waste generated in WA is reused or recycled. This is consistent with the Waste Strategy material recovery targets of
70 per cent by 2025 and 75 per cent by 2030. The Waste Strategy also contains ‘protect’ targets for all waste to be managed and/or
disposed to better-practice facilities by 2030, and for no more than 15 per cent of waste generated in the Perth and Peel regions to
be landfilled by 2030. The actions that form headline strategy 6 provide significant opportunities to support these targets by guiding
future infrastructure development for resource recovery in consultation with the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH),
local government and the waste industry.
Adequate local reprocessing infrastructure will be required to support increased recycling capacity in Australia and a transition to a
national circular economy in light of the forthcoming COAG plan to progressively phase out waste exports. This will require
understanding of the current waste and resource recovery infrastructure across WA, the facilities required to meet the export ban
requirements and Waste Strategy targets, and any additional measures required to support the development of better-practice
waste and resource recovery infrastructure.
The critical first step to achieving this headline strategy is a waste infrastructure audit and needs analysis (Action 6.1). This will provide
a comprehensive survey of waste management facilities, provide comparative information to benchmark existing waste
management facilities against best practice, help determine infrastructure and technology planning requirements, and will provide
a baseline set of accurate waste infrastructure data to inform decision-making.
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The outcomes of Action 6.1 will be used to inform Actions 6.2, 6.3 and 6.4, which will be undertaken in consultation with DPLH, local
government and the waste industry. The state waste infrastructure plan (Action 6.3) will form part of the suite of documents that
support the Waste Strategy. This will be developed in consultation with key stakeholders to guide the planning and decision-making
for establishing and maintaining critical infrastructure (including landfills). DPLH and DWER are already working together to prepare
an appropriate planning instrument for waste infrastructure.
Definition of success: The review of waste infrastructure will guide future infrastructure development and support the achievement
of the Waste Strategy targets. The review will also identify existing infrastructure that meets better-practice standards, and determine
the additional measures required to achieve the Waste Strategy target for all waste to be managed or disposed of to better-practice
facilities by 2030, protecting human health and the environment from the negative impacts of waste.
Indicators of success:


The state waste infrastructure plan effectively guides planning and decision-making such that sufficient waste and resource
recovery infrastructure is available to cater for WA’s needs and meet Waste Strategy targets.



Stakeholders, including DPLH, the waste and recycling industry, and local governments are consulted with, and their views
are considered in the review process.



High-quality applications for landfills and other waste infrastructure, which meet better-practice standards (where applicable)
with reduced environmental and social impacts, are submitted.



A land-use planning instrument for waste infrastructure that informs planning decisions is established for use by State
Government, local government, industry and the community.



Adequate local reprocessing infrastructure is planned in light of the COAG ban on the export of waste, moving WA towards
a circular economy and reducing the need to export recyclables.



Mechanisms, including funding approaches, are established to support investments in local resource recovery infrastructure.
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Interdependencies:


The EP Act contains provisions for the approval, licensing and ongoing regulation of prescribed premises (including landfills
and other waste and resource recovery facilities), and seeks to ensure that these premises do not present an unacceptable
risk to the environment or public health.



The review forms one component of the overall Waste Strategy and is dependent on other elements of the Strategy (including
headline strategies 1, 2 and 8, behaviour change, implementation of three-bin kerbside bin systems including FOGO,
facilitation of waste avoidance and resource recovery, the development of markets for recycled products and the
infrastructure stream of CIE funding).



The strategic objectives of the Waste Strategy and DPLH’s State Planning Strategy 2050 should align to ensure that DWER and
DPLH are able to work together effectively to achieve shared desired outcomes.



Headline strategy 6 aligns with initiatives that may be undertaken as part of the emergency waste management project
being delivered by the DWER and the State Emergency Management Committee.

Challenges/risks:
Poorly managed and inadequate capacity of waste infrastructure, including landfills, recycling facilities and services increase the
risk of negative impacts on human health and the environment. Dealing with such waste management issues is a priority for WA. To
ensure that higher-quality recycled products are produced and encourage future local infrastructure development, reducing
contamination in the recycling stream is a key priority (headline strategies 1 and 8). Improved infrastructure to sort recyclable
materials and/or process materials, and communications to influence recycling behaviour are mechanisms to reduce contamination
and increase local recycling (headline strategies 1, 2, 3 and 8). Strategic planning for the development of waste and resource
recovery infrastructure is important; however, the viability of resource recovery infrastructure is dependent on the existence of strong
markets for recycled products (headline strategy 3).
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Undertake a strategic review of Western Australia’s waste infrastructure (including landfills) by 2020
to guide future infrastructure development

6.1 State Waste infrastructure audit
Undertake an audit of existing waste infrastructure and a needs analysis to determine
the waste infrastructure required to meet the objectives of the Waste Strategy.

Short term

6.2 Reprocessing feasibility research
Researching options for reprocessing in WA, taking into account known standards,
technologies, viabilities and potential barriers.

Shortmedium
term

DWER
6.3 State Waste Infrastructure Plan
In consultation with State Government agencies, local government, and the waste
industry, develop the state waste infrastructure plan which addresses:
 different waste infrastructure options and technologies available to meet the
objectives of the Waste Strategy
 land use planning instruments and issues
 environmental, planning and licence approvals processes.
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49
Short term

50
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DWER

6.4 Guidance for waste infrastructure planning
Work with DPLH to develop the planning instruments and guidance for local government
and developers necessary to facilitate appropriate siting and design of waste facilities
(including landfills).

Medium
term

6.5 Options for improving waste infrastructure planning
Investigate options for developing a needs-based approach to planning, environmental
and licensing approval of new landfills and other waste infrastructure that supports a
state waste infrastructure plan, in consultation with DPLH.

Foundation

Timing

Protect

Actions

Recover

Lead

Avoid

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #

Mediumlong term
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Headline strategy 7
Review and update data collection and reporting systems to allow waste generation,
recovery and disposal performance to be assessed in a timely manner
Data provides a foundation for the better management of waste in WA. It is crucial to evaluating the state’s performance, identifying
issues and opportunities and enabling evidence-based decisions and actions. A large amount of data related to waste generation,
recovery and disposal in WA is currently collected, reported, analysed and used by a wide range of stakeholders, including State
Government agencies, local governments, regional councils and community groups.
In June 2019, Part 3A of the WARR Regulations was introduced to require annual reporting to DWER by the following ‘liable persons’:


local governments that provide waste services



waste recyclers that treat, process or sort at least 1,000 tonnes of reprocessed, recycled or recovered material in a financial
year



landfills located outside of the metropolitan region which receive at least 20,000 tonnes of solid waste in a financial year.

Under regulation 18C of the WARR Regulations, the above liable persons are required to report the required data on an annual basis,
commencing from the 2019–20 financial year. The amendments aim to improve the accuracy, timeliness and completeness of waste
and recycling data available to stakeholders. The data collected will be used to track WA’s progress against targets in the Waste
Strategy. Annual returns for local governments replace the annual voluntary census of local government waste and recycling
services. For recyclers, annual returns replace the annual voluntary recycling activity review.
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The Waste Data Strategy is a supporting document of the Waste Strategy and Action Plan, which was published on the Waste
Authority’s website in February 2020. It provides information about the principles, objectives and specific actions to be undertaken
by the Waste Authority and DWER in relation to waste data in order to implement the Action Plan and achieve the targets and
objectives of the Waste Strategy. The development and publication of the Waste Data Strategy was a commitment of the 2019
Action Plan. This Action Plan commits to successfully implementing the actions in the Waste Data Strategy.
Definition of success:


WA’s performance against the targets in the Waste Strategy is able to be assessed accurately and in a timely manner.



The management of data ensures that the delivery of the Waste Strategy is better informed and more likely to succeed.

Indicators of success:


Relevant, quality and timely waste and recycling data is collected.



The management of waste data meets legislative requirements, supports the delivery of the Waste Strategy and meets the
needs of waste data stakeholders.



Entities required to report waste and recycling data are able to do so in an efficient manner.

Interdependencies:
Timely and reliable data underpins the development and maintenance of effective waste management legislation, licensing, policy,
programs and the waste levy.
The Waste Strategy outlines objectives, targets and strategies for waste management in WA. A number of these include, or are
dependent on the collection, analysis and reporting of waste data. Improved data will better enable the measurement and
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evaluation of waste management programs and initiatives, and ensure funding and other resources are directed where they can
be most effective.
Challenges/risks:
Note: COVID-19 issues may impact the timing of data being reported as some liable entities may have other priorities as a result of
the pandemic. This is yet to be determined. Planning will continue to ensure an effective restart during the recovery and normalisation
phase.
As highlighted in the Waste Strategy, an ongoing challenge is establishing baseline data and the need for improved data collection
and analysis. There has been a historic lack of coordination between the entities which collect waste data.
There are a number of gaps and inefficiencies in the way waste data is currently being managed, including a lack of coordination
between the entities that collect waste data, limited data sharing between these entities and no shared plan for addressing data
gaps, inefficiencies or opportunities for improvement. Improvements in consistency, guidance, coordination, resourcing, value and
systems/technology used to collect and store data will help address these inefficiencies, address stakeholder needs and produce
more accurate and quality data.
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Review and update data collection and reporting systems to allow waste generation, recovery
and disposal performance to be assessed in a timely manner

7.1 Waste Data Strategy
Implement the actions contained in the Waste Data Strategy to ensure that progress
towards the targets in the Waste Strategy can be assessed and monitored
appropriately.
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15

23

37
38
41

Waste Authority

Key actions in the Waste Data Strategy include:
 Investigate ways to better coordinate existing data collection activities, share data
and reduce reporting duplication.
 Use existing and new datasets to evaluate progress against Waste Strategy targets.
 Develop improved processes for data collation, analysis, verifying and reporting
waste and recycling data under regulation 18C of the WARR Regulations to reduce
the risk of error.
 Provide stakeholders with regular data updates through reporting on the data
collected through regulation 18C of the WARR Regulations, fact sheets, annual
reports and the Waste Authority and DWER websites.
 Develop new policy and programs to facilitate data collection, reporting, use and
evaluation.

Ongoing
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7.2 Support liable entities required to report waste and recycling data
Deliver support to liable entities required to report waste and recycling data through
the following components:
7.2.1 Support and guidance to liable entities:
Continue to provide support and guidance to local governments, recyclers and large
non-metropolitan landfill operators to fulfill their obligation to report annually waste and
recycling data to DWER under regulation 18C of the WARR Regulations by regularly
providing updates, engaging with liable entities and publishing guidance documents.

DWER



Ongoing

23

15

37
38

7.2.2 Online reporting system:
Develop and implement an online reporting system by 1 July 2020 to enable liable
entities to report the required waste and recycling data. Further develop and maintain
this system in 2020–21.
7.3 Improved waste data
Review and update waste data reporting systems and methodology, and develop
new metrics, to improve data accuracy and eliminate identified gaps in waste data.
Initial focus will be on:
 monitoring progress towards achieving objectives and targets of the Waste
Strategy
 monitoring and prosecuting illegal dumping
 materials that are reused
 waste tracking and stockpiling
 focus materials
 measuring the impact of communication initiatives, including those focused on
kerbside recycling.



41







15

23

37

Shortmedium
term
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DLGSCI

Public Transport
Authority
(PTA)
Water Corporation

DBCA – Rottnest
Island Authority
(RIA)

7.5 MyCouncil: Reporting waste data
In collaboration with DWER, annually report local government waste data on the
MyCouncil website to provide increased transparency around local government waste
and recycling performance, and encourage benchmarking and improved
performance.

Ongoing
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23

37







15

23

37

Ongoing

38
41

7.6 Waste data reporting
Review and update the waste data reporting process to ensure data is captured,
tracked and reported periodically.

Shortmedium
term

7.7 Collect and share waste data
Improve collection and sharing of waste data and set material recovery targets.

Ongoing

7.8 Data collection and reporting systems on Rottnest Island
Review and update (where required) data collection and reporting systems on
Rottnest Island with consideration to developing new metrics, in order to improve data
accuracy and eliminate gaps in waste data. The initial focus will include monitoring
progress towards achieving RIA waste objectives and targets, materials that are being
used, waste tracking and stockpiling.

Foundation

7.4 Waste data reporting during construction
Waste quantities and landfill diversion are accurately captured, tracked and
reported during the construction phase for projects.

Timing
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Department of
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Medium
term
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Headline strategy 8
Provide funding to promote the recovery of more value and resources from waste with an
emphasis on focus materials
WA currently has few significant facilities that can reprocess, repurpose or reuse recyclable materials into new products, instead of
using products made from virgin raw materials. Reprocessing feasibility research is required to inform development of an effective
funding program and support the development of infrastructure. The emphasis needs to be on recovery of focus materials listed in
the Waste Strategy, including construction and demolition materials, organics, metals, plastics, paper, textiles and cardboard.
On 9 August 2019, COAG agreed Australia should establish a timetable to ban the export of waste plastic, paper, glass and tyres,
while building Australia’s capacity to generate high value recycled commodities and associated demand. At the Meeting of
Environment Ministers on 8 November 2019, Ministers agreed that waste glass, mixed plastics, tyres and mixed paper and cardboard,
that have not been processed into value-added material should be subject to the export ban:


All waste glass by January 2021



Mixed waste plastics by July 2021/2022



All whole tyres including baled tyres by December 2021



Remaining waste products, including mixed paper and cardboard, by no later than 1 July 2024.

All jurisdictions have acknowledged resourcing from the Australian Government, states and territories, and industry will be required
to effectively implement the bans. The Western Australian Treasury Corporation was engaged in 2019–20 to model the likely impacts
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of export bans for WA including assessing potential alternatives to exporting material. The Australian Government commissioned
independent market analysis in early 2020 to assist all jurisdictions to develop detailed response strategies.
The Australian Government’s Department of the Environment and Energy released a consultation regulation impact statement (RIS)
to gather stakeholder views on the regulatory options under consideration. The RIS sets out the problem that governments are seeking
to address, identifies policy options to address the problem, and examines their costs and benefits. The consultation period for the
RIS concluded on 12 February 2020. In early 2020 Ministers will provide further advice on final timetables, definitions and response
strategies to First Ministers for their confirmation.
Funding will be required to support the adoption of waste avoiding practices and recovery of resources from waste, including
development of local resource recovery infrastructure in markets such as construction and demolition, organics, metals, plastics,
paper and cardboard materials. An expanded funding program will provide the resource base required to support the development
of local capacity to reprocess, repurpose or reuse recyclable materials into new products, identifying opportunities to ensure that
recovered material can be processed to a standard that gives it value as a product. This should also identify further investment
opportunities where significant value exists.
Definition of success:


Focus areas for funding are identified, funding is allocated and outcomes evaluated.



WA exhibits the characteristics of a circular waste economy: local markets buying locally produced products made from
locally generated waste.
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Indicators of success:


Projects funded and commenced within financial year funding was made available.



Funding programs are well defined, with clear scope, objectives, targets and outcomes in line with the Waste Strategy’s
objectives and targets.



Volume of material diverted from landfill and value of products from that material.

Interdependencies:


This forms one component of the overall Waste Strategy and is dependent on other elements of the strategy (including
behaviour change and waste infrastructure audit, planning and guidance).



It includes supporting existing product stewardship schemes, such as the container deposit scheme to be introduced in WA.



Recovered material must be processed to a standard that gives it value as a product. Investment opportunities need to be
explored where significant value exists.



There are interdependencies with the 2019 COAG waste ban decision and subsequent implementation plan, the National
Waste Policy and Action Plan and the Australian Packaging Covenant Organisation.



Under headline strategy 6, DWER will undertake a scoping study to identify the improvements in waste infrastructure that will
be required to meet the Our Priorities target. The study will:
o

provide estimates of the current and future amounts, locations and types of waste generated

o

identify existing and future infrastructure requirements and funding needs

o

support decisions on the amount of government funding and private investment that would be required.
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Challenges/risks:


Further research is required to determine the viability of reprocessing facilities in the WA environment and this will inform
development of the funding program and support the development of infrastructure.



Commodity prices fluctuate and the industry needs agility to respond appropriately.



Ensuring sufficient applicants who meet the criteria for provision of funding and demonstrate capacity to submit an
application and meet reporting requirements.



Small-scale innovative practices may not appear competitive and may miss out on funding.



Success is dependent on accurately determining required amounts of funding and ensuring that this is available at the
appropriate time and to the appropriate organisations.

Provide funding to promote the recovery of more value and resources from waste with an
emphasis on focus materials

DWER

8.1 Implementation of Western Australia’s container deposit scheme
DWER will be working with the scheme coordinator to implement the Containers
for Change program commencing in 2020.

Short term
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Waste Authority
and DWER

Foundation

8.2 National and cross-jurisdictional waste policy and program initiatives and
decision making processes
Actively participate in regular inter-jurisdictional meetings to support the
Meeting of Environment Ministers, heads of environmental protection agencies
and Australian Government decision-making processes. Prepare briefing
papers and support materials based on local research, desktop studies and
industry consultation to further WA’s position on national waste issues.
8.3 Product stewardship
Identify and implement actions to establish, review and maintain aligned
product stewardship schemes, including the Australian Packaging Covenant
Organisation, National Television and Computer Recycling Scheme, Tyre
Product Stewardship Scheme, Paintback, Fluorocycle and the development of
schemes for photovoltaic systems and batteries.
8.4 Facilitate waste avoidance and recovery
Identify current and future needs and support requirements for waste
avoidance and improved material recovery with an emphasis on:
 waste materials subject to the forthcoming national waste export bans
including glass, mixed plastics, whole tyres, and mixed paper and
cardboard (8.4.1)
 food waste (8.4.2)
 electronic waste (8.4.3)
 continuing support for the Charitable Recyclers Dumping Reduction and
Rebate program (8.4.4)
 reuse and low-waste alternatives
 community, government and industry initiatives that lead to waste avoidance
and resource recovery
 increasing the uptake of better-practice approaches.
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Ongoing
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Lotterywest
Healthway

Ongoing

Foundation

and DWER

8.5 Community and Industry Engagement (CIE) Infrastructure Support Funding
Program
Maintain CIE funding for the infrastructure support stream to develop and
implement recycling infrastructure funding and other support for the
development of local resource recovery infrastructure. A focus will be on waste
materials subject to the forthcoming national waste export bans including glass,
mixed plastics, whole tyres, and mixed paper and cardboard.
8.6 Consider funding applications for waste avoidance and resource recovery
initiatives
Continue to provide funding through the Community Investment Framework for
initiatives such as Plastic Free July, and to not-for-profit organisations and local
governments which undertake activities consistent with the Waste Strategy
objectives.
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Additional actions that support the delivery of the Waste
Strategy
In addition to the actions that directly relate to the headline strategies contained in the Waste Strategy, a number of State
Government agencies are undertaking additional actions that support the delivery of the strategy. These actions demonstrate the
important steps currently being taken by State Government to further the objectives of the Waste Strategy by avoiding waste,
increasing recovery and protecting the environment, and align with the overall vision of the Waste Strategy: Western Australia will
become a sustainable, low-waste, circular economy in which human health and the environment are protected from the impacts
of waste.

9.1 Compliance and enforcement including improved levy compliance and illegal
dumping strategies
Develop and implement mechanisms to reduce levy evasion and stockpiling of waste.
Implement actions to protect the environment from the impacts of illegal dumping
including detection, investigation and prosecution of illegal dumping, and working
with land owners or managers to build their capacity to tackle illegal dumping.

Ongoing
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DWER

9.2 Improvements to waste policy regulatory framework
Review and update the regulatory framework for waste to ensure it is appropriate,
reduces the environmental impacts and risks from waste management, and facilitates
adequate processing facilities to process collected materials.

Shortmedium
term

9.3 Improved compliance with the waste policy regulatory framework
Review and reform regulations and policies, to create a reasonable risk of enforcement
and ensure that entities which are compliant and apply better practice are not
disadvantaged.

Medium
term
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28

47

31
33
34

DBCA – Botanic
Gardens and
Parks Authority
(BGPA)

9.4 Managing waste and improving recycling at BGPA-managed sites
Undertake the following actions to increase recycling and measure success:
 Continue to implement the award-winning Zero Green Waste project to process
green waste generated from park operations and reuse the resulting mulch and
compost in a closed-loop system within Kings Park.
 Implement public place recycling in Kings Park and Botanic Garden and Bold Park
to reduce waste to landfill and increase resource recovery.
 Commence periodic audits of public bin contents to measure successes of the
public place recycling program and use the outcomes from audits to inform future
public communication strategies on sorting waste.
 Commence recording of all waste disposal from BGPA-managed sites to establish
baseline data for future performance measurement in waste reduction and
resource recovery.

Short term

Department of
Education

9.5 Sustainable Schools WA
Develop Sustainable Schools WA, a sustainability framework with a vision to producing
a clear sustainability statement applicable across all schools.

Short term





6

37





1

42
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Department of
Health

9.6 Waste management and avoidance policies
Partner with area health services and facilities to review, establish and implement
waste management and avoidance policies under the Health Services Act 2016.

Medium
term

9.7 Waste reduction working group
Establish a waste reduction working group to further waste avoidance and/or
implement recovery actions for Department of Health Divisions located at 189 Royal
Street, East Perth.

Short term

Department of
Justice

9.8 Waste avoidance and recovery measures in prisons
Implement waste avoidance and recovery measures in prisons by:
 developing public/private relationships with industry for the processing
(dismantling) of obsolete IT equipment within prisons, providing employment and
training opportunities to inmates and the production of recycling products with
commercial value
 identifying and incorporating safer, biodegradable alternatives involving all forms
of chemicals and plastics
 developing recycling industries in the long-term in selected prisons for downline
processing of prison and other waste.

Department of
Planning, Lands
and Heritage

9.9 Support DWER in developing guidance for waste infrastructure planning and
investigating options for improving waste infrastructure planning
Continue to provide support to DWER for the required infrastructure planning instrument
and assistance in the forthcoming state waste infrastructure audit, planning and
guidance work (Actions 6.3 and 6.4).
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Department of
Transport –
METRONET

9.11 Resource recovery opportunities review
In collaboration with key stakeholders across the Public Transport Authority (PTA) and
other relevant government agencies, the METRONET will initiate a resource recovery
opportunities review in mid-2020 to assess:
 projected waste streams and expected magnitude of quantities across the
program
 available waste derived materials, alternatives to basic raw materials and recycled
products available in the WA market
 product schemes and market incentives available in the WA market to support use
of waste derived and recycled materials
 material specifications to identify potential opportunities for the use of C&D waste
and recycled products
 international examples of successful use and performance of C&D wastes and
recycled products on infrastructure projects (in particular rail projects)
 methods to encourage good waste management through procurement and
supply chain management
 practical targets for METRONET to support the use of C&D waste and recycled
products.

Foundation

Department of
Transport

9.10 Waste and recycling systems – WestPort project
Develop high-performing waste and recycling systems for the WestPort Project that are
consistent with the Waste Strategy and guidance by the Infrastructure Sustainability
Council of Australia. The systems will be developed over the course of Stage 3 of the
project (2020–2023) as part of the planning and design process. This work will include:
 developing a resource efficiency strategy for design, construction and operation
of the project
 undertaking an assessment to identify project waste risks and measures to minimise
waste during design, construction and operation.
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49
Shortmedium
term





9

49

14

Shortmedium
term
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Department of
Transport –
METRONET

Development WA

9.12 Infrastructure waste planning
Identify the local infrastructure context and a formal engineering assessment during
station precinct planning to identify opportunities for waste management and
recycling services, aligned to local government operations, including community-scale
waste composting. Ensure operational waste management across station precincts
integrates with local government operations to support sustainable waste
management set out in the Waste Strategy.
9.13 Waste avoidance and recovery targets
Contribute to Waste Strategy objectives by:
 committing to at least a 75% avoidance and/or recovery target
 working with DWER to establish waste and recycling targets and measurement
approaches for all projects with significant C&D waste generation potential in
business cases.
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Mediumlong term
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Water
Corporation

9.14 Reduce waste from wastewater management
Continue research and implementation of better-practice actions aimed at
recovering resources and removing waste/pollutants from wastewater, including:

gross pollutant trap, and safety screens/trash racks on Perth drains

research into recovery of struvite from wastewater and magnesium from seawater
desalination brine

research into self-supply of carbon dioxide

research with Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology for microplastics analysis

embed a framework (including regulatory approach in collaboration with DWER)
for treated waste water reuse

assess waste recovery opportunities, in particular from:
o construction and demolition activities
o contaminated sites
o vegetation clearing waste.
7.7 Collect and share waste data
Improve collection and sharing of waste data and set material recovery targets.
NOTE – this action has been included under headline strategy 7.
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Ongoing


Ongoing
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DBCA – Rottnest
Island Authority
(RIA)

1.8 Deliver waste communications on Rottnest Island
Consistent with the RIA 2019/20 CIE grant from the Waste Authority, RIA will work with
the island community to:
 develop and implement a public engagement plan for waste management on
Rottnest Island
 review and redesign public waste materials and signage on Rottnest Island
 deliver three targeted waste education campaigns to improve waste avoidance
and recycling outcomes on Rottnest Island.
NOTE – this action has been included under headline strategy 1.
7.8 Data collection and reporting systems on Rottnest Island
Review and update (where required) data collection and reporting systems on
Rottnest Island with consideration to developing new metrics, to improve waste data
accuracy and eliminate gaps. The initial focus will include monitoring progress towards
achieving RIA waste objectives and targets, identifying materials which are being
used, and tracking and stockpiling waste.
NOTE – this action has been included under headline strategy 7.







1

12

42







1

12

42

Protect

Department of
Biodiversity,
Conservation and
Attractions
(DBCA) –
Zoological Parks
Authority

1.7 Waste avoidance and recycling communications strategies at Perth Zoo
Perth Zoo will implement waste avoidance and recycling communications strategies,
including:
 updating visitor messaging regarding recycling opportunities at Perth Zoo
 collaborating with DWER to seek to be a collection point for the container deposit
scheme and a RedCycle plastics recycling point, helping to share the State
Government’s recycling messaging
 sharing conservation messaging, including waste avoidance and recycling, with
school-aged children through the discovery and learning programs.
NOTE – this action has been included under headline strategy 1.

Timing

Recover

Actions

Avoid

Lead

Foundation

Waste Strategy
objective and
strategy #

5
Ongoing

Short term


37
Medium
term
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7.4 Waste data reporting during construction
Waste quantities and landfill diversion are accurately captured, tracked and reported
during the construction phase for projects.
NOTE – this action has been included under headline strategy 7.

DLGSCI

1.6 Review the Local Government Act 1995 to enable improved waste services
Investigate measures including legislative reform to enable local government to deliver
on improved waste services through a review of the Local Government Act 1995.
NOTE – this action has been included under headline strategy 1.

Lotterywest
Healthway

Public Transport
Authority (PTA)

8.5 Provide funding for waste avoidance and resource recovery initiatives
Continue to provide funding through the Community Investment Framework for
initiatives such as Plastic Free July, and to not-for-profit organisations and local
governments which undertake activities consistent with the Waste Strategy objectives.
NOTE – this action has been included under headline strategy 8.

Foundation

Department of
Transport –
METRONET
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37

Ongoing


Medium
term

Ongoing

3.16 Review sustainable procurement clauses in tender documentation
Review sustainable procurement clauses in current PTA tender documentation for
alignment with the Waste Strategy and identify improvement actions. Incorporate
specific waste minimisation requirements into the tender and contract templates for
major projects.
NOTE – this action has been included under headline strategy 3.

Shortmedium
term

7.6 Waste data reporting
Review and update the waste data reporting process to ensure data is captured,
tracked and reported periodically.
NOTE – this action has been included under headline strategy 7.

Shortmedium
term
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Address: 8 Davidson Terrace
Joondalup WA 6027
Post:

Locked Bag 10
Joondalup WA 6919

Phone:
Web:
Email:

08 6364 6965
www.wasteauthority.wa.gov.au
waste.authority@dwer.wa.gov.au

192000759

