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Welcome
The first Western Australian Waste Strategy: Creating 
the Right Environment was published in 2012.

Now, five years on, a statutory review of the waste 
strategy provides an opportunity to reflect on our 
achievements and set the future direction for waste 
and recycling in Western Australia. 

Workshops
Community 
Industry 
State Government
Local Government 
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Format for today’s workshop

Key topics/ 
issues

Consultation 
paper 
feedback

Introductions Individual 
reflections

Coffee break Present back 
to wider 
group

70 -80 
mins

10 
mins

10 
mins

30 
mins

5 
mins

Next steps

5 
mins



Review of the 
Western Australian 
waste strategy

February 2018



• Waste is a high priority for the Government, demonstrated commitment
– ban on lightweight single-use plastic bags
– container deposit scheme 
– reform of waste legislation and regulations

• Minister expects improved performance
– based on circular economy principles
– wide consultation to develop
– working together to deliver

• Have your say - we need your help to shape our state’s waste strategy 
– consultation paper to guide discussion
– workshops
– online survey
– Phase 1 consultation closes 1 March 2018

Introduction



Why do we need a waste strategy?
• Waste Avoidance and Resource 

Recovery Act 2007 
– long-term waste strategy for the state
– drive continuous improvement 
– set targets

• Opportunities to create a better 
environment through improved 
waste and recycling 

• Reducing waste disposed of to 
landfill can generate significant 
economic opportunities

• Our waste performance needs
to be strengthened

Based on performance in 2008–09, it is 
estimated that recycling in Australia saved



Our waste performance
Western Australians:
• generate more waste than people in 

other Australian jurisdictions
(2,623 kilograms/capita per annum)

• dispose of the second highest 
amount of waste to landfill
(1,358 kilograms/capita per annum) 

• have the equal second lowest rate 
of resource recovery (48 per cent) 



Waste strategy review
Working together, we can achieve better 
environmental outcomes, create 
employment and build businesses

A strategy for all Western Australians 
• all levels of government
• industry
• the social enterprise sector 
• the community



Proposed amendments to the waste strategy
• Introduce the circular economy

– builds on the waste hierarchy

• Establish principles
– to underpin better practice 

approaches to waste management

• Introduce new objectives 
– minimise environmental impact
– reduce generation
– increase recovery



• Rename existing objectives as foundations
– planning
– engagement and education
– regulation, compliance and enforcement
– better practice guidance
– knowledge and data
– economic incentives

• Establish priority areas
– construction and demolition materials
– organic waste
– paper and cardboard
– plastics

Proposed amendments to the waste strategy



Next steps 
• 1 March 2018 - Phase 1 consultation closes

• April/May 2018 - 28 day consultation period on draft waste strategy 
which considers feedback received in Phase 1 begins

• June 2018 - revised draft waste strategy and consultation report  
submitted to the Minister

• Mid 2018 - new waste strategy released
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